
Railfuture East Anglia 

Response to the draft Breckland Local Plan 

Railfuture East Anglia welcomes the opportunity to comment on the draft Breckland Local 

Plan. Railfuture is Britain’s leading independent organisation campaigning for a bigger and 

better railway. 

High-quality rail services play a vital role in improving connectivity, supporting economic 

growth and enabling sustainable communities. Rail reduces dependency on private cars and 

provides access to employment, services and amenities. It is therefore important that, 

wherever possible, new housing and employment developments are located where they can 

benefit from convenient access to rail services. This approach aligns with the Government’s 

recent “default yes” policy for development near railway stations. 

Summary of Key Points 

We support the Plan’s focus on continued growth along the A11 corridor, where good 

access to rail services already exists at Thetford and Attleborough, and where there is also 

potential for enhanced use of Harling Road station. 

However, we have concerns about major developments proposed at Swaffham and East 

Tuddenham, which lack rail connections and are located a considerable distance from the 

nearest stations. 

We recommend that Breckland Council, working with Norfolk County Council and in 

collaboration with the Mid Norfolk Railway, should actively explore the reopening of the 

Wymondham to Dereham line to network passenger services. This would provide a much-

needed railhead for Dereham and the northern part of the Breckland District. 

Proposed Developments Along the A11 Corridor 

In addition to ongoing expansion at Thetford and Attleborough, the Plan proposes a 

substantial new development at Barkers Farm, north of the A11, together with development 

at Roudham/Larling to the south of the A11. Combined, these sites could deliver up to 6,000 

new homes. 

The railway line runs to the south of these proposed developments and includes the existing 

but underused Harling Road station. While the Plan makes general reference to public 

transport provision, it should explicitly recognise the important role this station could play. 

Harling Road should be developed as a public transport hub, supported by connecting bus 

services serving the wider development area. 

Upgrades to Harling Road station are likely to be required, alongside funding arrangements 

to support these improvements. In addition, a regular stopping service would need to be 

introduced, potentially as part of a local Thetford–Norwich service. 



The East West Rail project presents an opportunity to enhance rail services along this 

corridor. However, it is essential that capacity and infrastructure improvements at Ely and 

Trowse are delivered to ensure the eastern section of the route benefits fully from an 

additional hourly service between Norwich and Cambridge, with onward connections to 

Oxford. 

The Snetterton General Employment Area benefits from a rail-connected freight facility. 

This facility should be supported and promoted as part of the Council’s wider industrial and 

logistics strategy. Eccles Road station lies a short distance from the employment area and 

could potentially benefit from the introduction of future stopping services. 

Other Major Developments 

The major developments proposed at Swaffham and East Tuddenham are poorly located in 

relation to the rail network. The nearest practical station for Swaffham is Downham Market, 

approximately 14 miles away. For East Tuddenham, the closest station is Wymondham, 

around 9 miles away by car, or Norwich, approximately 15 miles away when travelling by 

bus. 

Aside from the Cambridge–Norwich rail line that runs broadly along the A11 corridor, there 

are currently no other Network Rail lines passing through the Breckland District. 

Reopening the Wymondham–Dereham Line 

Norfolk County Council’s Rail Prospectus identifies potential for reinstating passenger 

services between Wymondham and Dereham. Given the pace of growth in Norfolk, we 

believe a robust business case should be developed as soon as possible. Early consideration 

of this proposal would help inform and shape future housing and employment planning 

within Breckland. Any proposals would, of course, be developed in close collaboration with 

the Mid Norfolk Railway. 

There are several strong reasons for pursuing a business case: 

• Dereham is a growing town, with the combined population of the town and surrounding 

parishes likely to reach 30,000 over the lifetime of the Plan. 

• Dereham is the largest town in Norfolk without a railway station and the third largest 

unserved town in the East of England, after Wisbech and Haverhill. 

• A reopened rail link would support economic growth and enable further sustainable 

housing development. Dereham has the largest commercial centre in Breckland after 

Thetford. 

• Direct rail connections would provide improved access not only to Norwich but also to 

Cambridge, London and the wider national rail network. 

• A Dereham railhead would significantly improve rail access for residents in the northern 

part of the Breckland District. 

• A rail connection could play a key role in any future redevelopment of the former 

Robertson Barracks at Swanton Morley. 



In considering the case for reopening the line, useful parallels can be drawn with the highly 

successful reinstatement of the Okehampton branch line in Devon. 
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