From: Rob and Jo Francis

To: Local Plan
Subject: Regulation 18 Response
Sent: 07/11/2025 13:47:25

You don't often get email from_ Learn why this is important

From:

| took some time to visit the Swaffham Assembly Rooms this morning to speak to your team about some of
the proposed changes to Swaffham. | was surprised to find 3-4 people crammed into a corner of the indoor
market on a 2 metre wide table, | had expected a team to include specialists in all fields of planning
including highways — the reason | wanted to engage in this process. The team that was there were
professional and tried to answer questions, sometimes when other members of the public were quite rude,
they should be commended for that professionalism!

| am fully behind the requirement for new homes — as the population expands people need somewhere to
live, what needs to be better communicated is the changes required, and planned, to infrastructure in the
Swaffham area.

You'll note | live on the ||| | | I thc area to the north & west are served by dirt footpaths with
the area to the east served by the old railway line. The 2 dirt paths are both used by multiple groups, dog
walkers, people walking into town and school children. During the summer these paths are fine but in winter
they become wet and slippery and in places dangerous due to gradients. With the building of more homes
on the large Crocus site these two paths will be used more so improvement is essential.

The shared footpath and cyclepath along Norwich Road is great but would be improved with the addition of
street lighting. | assume that with the building of the new Crocus houses on the north side and planned
building around Meadow House on the south side of Norwich Road the paths will be extended.

Swaffham town centre is a very busy commercial area but the main road infrastructure is not fit for purpose
now. The proposed introduction of a new commercial area at the Norwich Rd roundabout (BP/MacDonalds)
will increase goods traffic further. The building of new homes along Norwich Rd has led to an increase to
traffic through town already. The traffic lights adjacent to the George Hotel are not well sequenced, if
travelling north/south the lights are set to change separately (north goes then south goes), however, if
travelling east/west the lights are green for both directions at the same time. If you are trying to turn right
from Norwich Rd you regularly have to wait for the traffic coming west to east to clear before turning. If you
are the first car you can hold up traffic behind you as there is no filter lane. | have been stuck here regularly

and after taking 7 attempts to get through (as the 7t car in line), | wrote to Norfolk Highways asking if the
lights could be sequenced to change separately, | received a pithy reply stating it was not planned. Building
an extra 1700 homes along Norwich Rd will only make this issue worse, people are already looking for other
options to avoid this junction by using side streets past schools and along residential streets increasing risk
to other people in the area.

| would like to know if consideration has been / is going to be given into investment to improve the
paths north & west of Pedlars Meadow, either by tarmacking or using a similar substance to the old
railway line (Isome sort of shingle).

| would like to see street lighting installed all along this section to enhance safety for all users of the
highway, what consideration has been given to this?

Are there plans for a long term solution to bypass the town, especially for HGVs?

Could you advise on any plans to change the light sequence at the crossroads in the town centre?

| am happy to be contacted about any issue | have raised should further information or clarification be
required. | would also like to see a better set up consultation in future where specialists in each field are
available to discuss face to face the issues your residents face.

Regards,



