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This statement is submitted in support of the draft allocation of the site at Moorfield, Dereham. 

Principal Draft Policy Review 

1. The proposed allocation represents a significant opportunity to deliver economic growth, 

employment, and investment in the district, and will provide substantial economic benefits, 

including:  

➢ Creation of new employment opportunities across multiple sectors  

➢ Attraction of inward investment, supporting the vitality and resilience of the local economy 

➢ Contribution to the Council’s growth strategy by delivering high quality commercial 

floorspace to meet identified needs 

2. The site benefits from excellent strategic positioning, with direct access to the primary road 

network, ensuring efficient connectivity to the A47 and other major transport corridors. This 

accessibility will facilitate the movement of goods and services, making the site highly attractive to 

a range of commercial operators.  

3.  The draft policy states: 

‘Land is allocated for a business park with high quality/high profile offices with start up 

industrial units and leisure uses including a hotel (Use Class C1) and under employment 

uses (within Class E (g) and B2 and B8 of the Use Classes Order) on land at Moorfields 

Dereham. Development will be subject to compliance with the following criteria:  

a) Proposals for employment development within class E (g) and B2 of the Use Classes Order 

(as amended) will be preferred; and, 

b) Access to the sites from 2 points off Mattishall Road with development laid out in a manner 

that does not preclude the potential for future development in the vicinity; and. 

c) The widening of Mattishall Road to a minimum of 5.5m and new footway provision on the 

north side of the carriageway between the main access and the A47 overbridge to the west; 

and, 

d) Linages from the improved Mattishall Road to ensure the footway will link the site to existing 

nearby development on the edge of Dereham town centre, 

e) Retention of an existing copse to the northeast of the site; and,  

f) Proposals that minimise the impact on the landscape, having regard to the principles of 

Landscape Character Assessment and Breckland Design Guide to ensure design that is 

complementary to the surrounding area and uses; and, 

g) Proposals which encourage sustainable economic development through education and 

skills training; and  

h) Proposals that integrate dual-use (e.g grazing/biodiversity corridors) for any ground-

mounted renewables will be supported. The site has good connectivity, having easy access 

to services and facilities in the town centre and good access to Norwich and further afield’ 
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Proposed Draft Policy Wording amendment 

4.  Notwithstanding the draft wording, we would like to propose the inclusion of a petrol filling 

station/EV charging station in the policy wording, with associated food retail. The A47 is a major 

east west trunk road linking Norwich, Dereham, and beyond. A station positioned on the outskirts 

of Dereham would avoid the traffic in the town and would therefore serve both local traffic and long-

distance travellers in this vein, without direct competition with town centre retail provision.  

5.  The UK’s push towards electrification means demand for EV charging infrastructure is growing 

rapidly. A well-placed charging hub would encourage adoption of electric vehicles by improving 

charging availability, support government targets for zero emission transport, as well as providing 

fast charging options for commercial fleets and private motorists. 

6. Modern service facilities enhance the attractiveness of the A47 corridor for logistics and business 

operators. By co locating retail with the station creates an additional revenue stream and supports 

local employment. 

7. The provision of such a facility would enhance the commercial attractiveness of the allocated 

site, whilst contributing to economic growth and infrastructure provision, in line with the aims and 

objectives of both national and local planning policy. 

Deliverability and Availability  

8. The site is still available, within the same ownership and the landowners are fully committed to 

bringing the site forward. 

9. There has been no material change in the status or management of the site and therefore there 

will be no unexpected implications in terms of biodiversity expectations.  

10. Early engagement with potential delivery partners has generated interest in the site. 

12. The site is capable of being delivered sustainably, with opportunities for green infrastructure, 

biodiversity, landscaping, and integration of renewable energy solutions. Its scale allows for 

comprehensive planning to ensure environmental considerations are addressed, while supporting 

modern business requirements. 

Summary 

13. The proposed allocation is consistent with the objectives of the Local Plan and national planning 

policy, which seek to promote sustainable economic development and ensure sufficient land is 

available to meet the needs of business and industry. The site’s size and location make it a key 

component in achieving those aims. It is well located, deliverable, with no ownership or 

management issues.  

14. We therefore support its inclusion in the Local Plan and urge the Council to maintain the 

allocation through to adoption. 


